The development of the APN role in Singapore, offers a clinical career path for nurses and at the same time, prepares them to cater to the aging population with greater healthcare needs 2 The advanced practice nursing programme in Singapore is the hybrid of the Nurse Practitioner (NP) and Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) programmes. The NP component, includes training in the diagnosis and management of common medical conditions, and chronic illnesses. They work independently and collaboratively with the healthcare team to improve patients' clinical outcomes. The CNS's role includes, speciality care training, participating actively in research and the development of evidence-based practice to provide optimum care. The APNs also serve as resource personnel to provide mentorship and guidance to nurses and other healthcare professionals.
To become an APN, an individual must be registered with the SNB and have at least three years of postregistration experience in their specialty 1 . Once an individual has graduated from an accredited program and has applied for registration, he/she is required to complete one year of supervised clinical practice. The individual has to clock a minimum of 1,280 hours of direct patient care at an advanced level under the supervision of a senior medical preceptor and APNs. At the end of this, the individual will go through formal assessment conducted by the SNB. After certification as an APN, the individual has to renew the license yearly with required clinical practice and continuing nursing education hours. In 2014, a more systematic and structured assessment framework for APN internship was established 3 .
Advanced practice nurses are trained to manage common chronic stable conditions like diabetes, hypertension and stroke; and coordinate care for the aging population. As part of the medical team, the APNs help bridge the clinical environment during the changeover of junior doctors to the clinical area.
The "CARE" (Career development, Autonomy, Recognition and Education) for Nurses Package announced by Ministry of Health (MOH) marked another milestone for Advanced Practice Nursing 3 . The Ministry of Health is working towards granting APNs, the authority to prescribe medicines. While prescribing is recognized to be traditionally under the medical domain, it is acknowledged that permitting prescribing rights to APNs will increase the effectiveness of the role. Advanced practice nurses are currently allowed to furnish medication prescription in certain acute care settings, according to pre-identified protocols.
Since the development of the APN role, Singapore plans on increasing the APN number to more than 200, approximately 1.4% of the nursing population, by 2014. While this is the goal that has been set for Singapore, the MOH has identified 117 APNs Proceedings of Singapore Healthcare  Volume 23  Number 4  2014 registered to practice in the country in 2013. SingHealth has close to 80 APNs, APN interns and APN students, and we target to send 10-15 every year for the Master of Nursing programme.
To enhance the role of APNs, five APNs from SingHealth are currently undergoing training at the doctoral level. The doctor of nursing practice addresses the critical skills needed to translate evidence-based care into practice, to improve systems of care, and to measure outcomes of patients, and communities. By providing care based on scientific knowledge, efficiency, and equity in patient-centred care can be achieved. DNP prepared APNs can be leaders in a clinical practice. Two more APNs have been identified to be trained in 2015.
The APN role is still evolving, we need to continue to develop innovative roles, monitor role development and outcomes of practice and demonstrate the effectiveness of the APNs . It is envisaged that the future prospects are for advanced practice nursing in areas such as primary care, managing chronic conditions, home healthcare, telehealth care. For the APN role to gain traction, there is a need for respect and recognition from other healthcare providers and respect and recognition as well as acceptance from patients. Also needed is an increased level of autonomy and empowerment of patient care; -and prescriptive authority. Advanced practice nursing must thus be anchored within the local health system and tailored to meet the emerging healthcare needs of the population.
